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Time for Reflection
Ken Macintosh (Eastwood) (Lab): When I got home last night, I drove down to the Scotstoun sports centre in Glasgow to pick up two of my kids who were playing tennis there. The courts were full, the pitches outside were all being used, and the swimming pool and gym were packed. The joint was jumping. I mention that not just because it made a terrific impression on me but because I want to start not by highlighting what is wrong but by highlighting what some local authorities, such as Glasgow City Council, are doing right.

For years, Glasgow City Council has invested in excellent facilities such as those at Scotstoun, Bellahouston and the Gorbals sports centre, which have been made available to all. Free swimming—the minister might like to take note of that Labour-delivered initiative—and programmes aimed at involving young people from all social backgrounds, not just those who can afford to attend private clubs, have been provided in Glasgow. The Parliament and the Government should be doing what they can to support such initiatives.

I add a small footnote for the attention of the Minister for Schools and Skills on what can be done to support cities such as Glasgow. The Gaelic school in Glasgow is currently struggling with inadequate sports facilities. In what is a national success story—a school with a growing roll—parents still want a full and well-rounded education for their children in addition to immersion in the Gaelic language. As my colleague Pauline McNeill highlighted in a letter to the minister, the school needs additional investment from the centre—from the Government—if it is to improve the facilities that are on offer to pupils. I hope that the minister will look at what can be done to support parents, the local authority and the local community in addressing that problem.

Before I go any further, I add my congratulations to the members of the Health and Sport Committee on their report. Of course, the same path has been trodden previously by, for example, my colleague Karen Gillon in the Parliament's first 

Col 19625

Session, and John Beattie, who chaired the physical activity task force back in 2002. However, as the committee's report highlights, the health of our country and rising obesity levels demand further action. The tantalising incentive of the 2014 Commonwealth games and—dare I say it—the absence of our national squad from the 2010 world cup in South Africa provide the imperative to act now.

The committee's report does not overly dwell on this point, but the need for adequate funding—in decent modern sports facilities in particular—underpins, or is implicit in, all the committee's observations. As committee members have mentioned, the looming crisis facing Scotland's curlers, skaters and ice hockey players is just one illustration of that need for funding.

Sandra White: Will the member give way?

Ken Macintosh: I will make progress, if I may.

However, what struck me when I read the report was the need not just for funding but for leadership, which is a theme that my colleague Richard Simpson and several others have pursued. In the committee's report, East Renfrewshire Council—I hope that members will forgive me for mentioning my own, Labour-led, local authority—is singled out for praise. As the committee report and members today have highlighted, the local authority has provided leadership not just on the delivery of PE but on the active schools programme and links with local sports clubs. Across the board, EastRen has shown what can be achieved when there is clear commitment and leadership. Unfortunately, the contrast with the lack of leadership from the centre could not be greater.

I will give one stark example of that. As might be expected, the Health and Sport Committee's report looks at the so-called commitment to two hours of PE in every school. The committee's conclusions—which mention the "lamentable failure" to achieve the target—are among the most strongly worded of any committee report that I can recall. I was particularly intrigued by the Scottish Government's defence in its response, which states:

"We have ensured that the target is embedded within Curriculum for Excellence".

I wonder whether members are aware of the full background to that embedding.

Shona Robison: What is different between that and the eight years in which the Labour Administration failed to deliver two hours of PE, which was a commitment from 1999? In our two years in power, what does the member believe that we could have done that his party failed to do in eight years? Does not that reflect—if the 
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Member is being fair—what a challenge the target is?

Ken Macintosh: The minister is the fifth or sixth SNP member who has stood up to give the same lame excuse. SNP members are so used to blaming others that they cannot take responsibility. The commitment was an SNP manifesto promise, the SNP has been in government for two and a half years and she is the minister in charge. We expect leadership, commitment and responsibility.

As members might be aware, the key document for the embedding of that target was the curriculum for excellence document on health and wellbeing experience and outcomes. Between December 2007 and 17 April 2008, the document went through nine drafts without any reference to the two hours of PE. Then the First Minister faced a question on the subject, which had been in the papers that week, from my colleague Wendy Alexander. He responded:

"Wendy Alexander should not believe everything that she reads in the papers. Reports that we intend to scrap that target are completely unfounded".—[Official Report, 17 April 2008; c 7684.]

What happened next? Well—believe it or not—following the First Minister's response, the two hours commitment magically appeared in the 10th and final draft of the document, which was published on 1 May.

Members are only too familiar with the First Minister's lack of accuracy in answering parliamentary questions—

Stewart Maxwell (West of Scotland) (SNP): That is disgraceful.

Ken Macintosh: Most members are fully aware of that.

However, what I am particularly concerned about in the context of today's debate is what that says about the priority that this Administration attaches to what is supposed to be a flagship commitment. It is only in the curriculum for excellence because the First Minister was embarrassed at question time—

The Deputy Presiding Officer: The member must wind up, I am afraid.

Ken Macintosh: That shows that the target is hardly embedded in the curriculum for excellence, and it is hardly an example of leadership.

I conclude on the note on which I started. On Saturday morning, thousands of parents will be down at my local pitches when I drop off my oldest boy to play football. Parents who willingly give up their time do not need lectures on the benefits of sport or on how much fun it can be—what they need is commitment and leadership.

